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' VICE ADMTRAL WILLIAM FRANCIS RABORN, JR., UNITED STATES NAVY (Ret)

To Be Nominated by President Johnson as DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

William Francis Reborn, Jr., United States Navy (Retii‘ed) will be
nominated to the Senate for Director of Central Intelligence, President
Johnson announced yesterday (11 April 1965) in Texas. When confirmed,
he will be the third Navel officer to be Director of the Central
Intelligence Agency, |
Admirel Reborn is a sclentist, a proved administrator, a skilled
organizer, a command Nevel officer who has been a comba,t avaitor, andl Ifas
served on destroyers and at gunnery schools. \B&peédevelcg iﬁgﬁaw s V %A

Polaris missile and

] dev_e].o;ping the Navy's fleet .
bellistic missile system. He was retired from the Navy on 1 September 1963
and became vice president fqr program-mansgement of the Aerojet General
Corporation in California. |
With the successful firing of the Polaris in 1960 from ./LEP% Fleet Ballistic

Al i )‘MAM.M_GL gt L
Missile Submarine "George Washington", Admirel~Reborflin. Oﬁ%hemPealaris

m sent to President Eisenhower,tinbesinedpoundesttitnsh, '

"Pola.ris, from out of the deep to target. Perfect"

The United Stetes Navy relates Admiral Raborn 8 blograephy es foJ_'Lows
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William Francis Raborn, Jr., was born on June 8, 1905 in Deccatur, Tcxna,
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the U, S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, ’Maryland, by Scnator Elmer Thomas of Cl:la«.
‘lioma, in 1924, While a M;dsh-pman he participated in tennis atd boxing.
Graduated and cormissioned Ensign on June 7, 1928, he subsequently advanced co,
" the rank of Captain, to datc from March 25, 1945, His selection for the rank .
. of Rear Admiral was approved ‘by the President on July 25, 1955, his datc of
-rank January 1, 1956 and was later promoted to Vice Admiral, his date of rank
i September 1, 1960.

; Following graduation fron the Naval Academy in 1928, he had gunncry duty
‘aboard the USS TEXAS until December 1932, after vwhich he had consecutive duty -
in the destroyers ITWIGGS and DICKERSON until Junc 1933, Completing flight
‘training at the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Floxida, he was designated llaval
~ Aviator on April 16, 1934, and in June of that year joined Fighting Squadron
--PIVE based aboard the USS LEXINGTON, While in that assignment he participatcd
. in the Experimental Cold Weatier cruise to Alaska aboard the USS RANGER in
January 1936. He continued duty with Fighting Squadron FIVE until June 1936,
1‘and for a year thereafter served with Fighting Squaurona TEN and ELEVEN aboard
the USS PORTLAKND. ‘

\

Returning to the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, in June 1937, he served as
"an Instructor with Training Squadron FIVE, folloued by successive duty with
" Patrol Squadron ELEVEN and Patrol Wing ONE. In August 1942 he reported as :
Officer in Charge of the Free Gunnery School, U, S, Naval Air Station, Kancohe -
Bay, T. H., and for services in that assignment received a Letter of Commenda-f
tion, with authorization to wcar the Commendation Ribbon, from the Cocmancer it
Chict, U, 5.. Pacific Flecet, which follows in part: ' »

e "For meritorious servico im the line of his profcssion as Officer in

%i . Oharge of the Aviation Free Gunnery School...during the period from December
10, 1941 to March 29, 1943, (lle) initiated, developed and organized the Avia-
tion Free Gunnery School in the Hawaiian area under difficult conditions pro-

Assigned next to the Office of the Deputy Chief of Naval Operatioms for
Air, hc served as Head of the Aviation Gunnery Training in the Training Divi-'
sion, from March 1943 to the fall of 1944, after vhich he joined the USS LAll=-
1. COCK as Exccutive Officer. For meritorious scrvice in that carrier, he vas
avarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V," the Silver Star Medal, and is
entitled to the Ribbon for and facsimile of the llavy Unit Commendation avarded
_the officers and men of the HACOCK: The citntions follow in part°

& Bronze Star Medal: 'For meritorious achievement as Executive Officer of '
'.che USS HANCOCK during operations a ainst enemy Japanese forxcas in the Philip-
() .pine Islands, the' South China Sca; Iwo Jima, Okinawa and the -Japanese Homeland
" N2/ from November 30,1944 to_Soptember 1, il :




‘flthc flight deck on his ship, (hc) actively supervised the fire fighting and

..
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- Qaptain Raborn kept his officers and men efficiontly organized, trained and
recady for combat during these campaigns, thereby conuributing materially to
‘thoir gutstanding record with carriers of the Flect..."

‘ - 8ilver Star Medal: '"For conspicuous gall.ntry and intrepidity as Exncutive
5. Officer of the USS HANCOCK in action against eneuy Japanese forces in the vie
““'¢inity of the Nansei Islands on April 7, 1945, When an enemy bomb exploded on

" damage control units despite the blinding smoke and large fires that were
_threatening ammunition on and around the £light deck...(and) rendexed invalue
able assistance to his commanding officer...and contributed in large teasure
" to ‘the saving of his ship from further damage..."

_ NHavy Unit Commendation - USS HANCOCK: "'For outstanding heroism in actionm’
“against enemy Japanesc forces in the air, ashore and afloat in the Pacific war
" area from October 10, 1944 to August 15, 1945. Operating continuously in the
most forward areas, the USS HALICOCK and'her groups struck crushing blows to-
ward annihilating Japanese fighting power...Daring and dependable in combat,
~ the HANCOCK with her gallant officer and men rendered loyal service in achieve-,
~ing the ultimate defeat of the Japanese Empire.". :

. For two years, June 1945 = June 1947 he served ag Chief of Staff' to Com- =
. mander Task Force THIRTY EIGHT and Commander Carrier Division THWO (USS PRINCE-'
- TON, Flagship) in the Westewrn Pacific. He next had duty as Operations Officer
% on the staff of Commander Flect Air, West Coast, with headquarters in San
. Dicgo, California, and in July 1949 was assigncd t¢o the Bureau of Ordnance,
. llavy Department, Washington, D. C. In July 1950 he assumed command of the USS
*BAIROKO and for "meritorious scivice...(in that command) while that vessecl was,
- conducting training in anti-submarine warfaxe in watcrs off Japan, Okinawa ano
?rormosa from November 29, 1950 to August 1, 1951,.." he was awarded a Gold
~Star in lieu of a Second Bromze Star Medal. The citatlion continues in part: .

. "Charged with the responsibility of organizing a crew of officers and me
. capable of conducting around-the-clock "Hunter Killer" operations, Captailn
Raborn was highly successful in effectively coordinating his units into a
smoothly functioning team. A capable and inspiring leader, he was directly
" instrumental in further developing the efficicnt operations of his ship during’
" training excreises and in welding his command into an effective unit capablc
“of carrying out unlimited combat operations..."

- ’\

.. From August 1951 to June 1952 he attended the Naval War College, Ncwport,

_Rhode Island, and the next month reported as Assistant Director of the Guided
lilssiles Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department.
- lle continued to serve there until April 1954, when he assumed command of the
" USS BENNINGTION. He received a Letter of Commendation,; with authorization to

- wear the Bronze Star in lieu of a Second Commcndation Ribbom; for "werxitorious

* conduct as Commanding Officer of the USS BENNINGTON (CVA-20), when that vesscl.

xpericnced a series of violaent explosions .while conducting air operations

) - seventy-five miles south of Heuport, Rhode Island, on May 26, 1954. With firea,

- dense smoke and intensa heat spreading: throughout tha forward section of  the..

K ship and cauai.ng doath or, injury to 220 officoxs: and meu, . captain Raborn
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skillfully and cfficicntly dirccted the effoyts of personnel in clcaring tho
flight deck, combatting the fire, rewoving casualties ond preventing furiher
‘spread of the damage. After assuring himself that everything possible wac bee
ing done to evacuate casualtics and to control damage, he went below to aid
and comfort the injured. By his outstanding leadership, courage and inspiring °
. efforts throughout, Captain Raborn was instrumental in aaving many lives and in
controlling the damage to hig vessel..."

Ordcred detached from the BENNINGTON in February 1955, he sexved as Assisg_
tant Chicf of Staff for Operations on the staff of the Commander in Chief,
U, S. Atlantic Fleet, and on December 5, 1955 reported as Director of Spcciai
Projects, Departnent of the Havy.

He was awarded the Distinguished Service Hedal for "exceptionally meri-
" torious sexvice...from December 2, 1955 to July 20, 1960..." The citation
further states inm paxt: "In late 1955, Rear Admiral Raborm was charged with -
the task of developing a Fleet Ballistic Missile' System. Exhibiting outstand=
ing organizational ability and technical competence, he established the Special
Projocts Office, Departoent of the Navy, and directed his attention to the in-
. auguration of definitive management methods which would provide not only the
“necessary degree of control but insure that cxponditurces would be in accoxrd
with budgetary considerations as well as the urgency of the program. He cstab-
“iished a single yet forceful management system vhich encompassed all elecuents

.~ Evaluation Reporting Technique. The widespread adoption of this method of
cvaluating the progress of a complex research and development program by large
scctions of American industry reflects his kcen perception and resourcefulness
Rear fdmiral Raborn's dynamic lcadership, enthusiasm and initiative were the
motivating factors in the successful accomplishment of this important taslk
vhen, on July 20, 1960, the USS GEORGE WASHINGTOIT (SSuII-598) proved the operas
‘tional ‘xreadiness of the Flect Dallistic Missile System by launching two POLARIS
missiles from the ocean depths. This deterrent signalled an historical con-
tribution to the military strength of the United States and attested to Rear
Admiral Raborn's extraoxdinary executive methods by bringing the Fleet Ballise
.tic"Missile System into being in the short period of three and one half ycars

Cn liarch 9, 1962 ho boer o ‘D.‘oputy Chief of llaval Oporations (Devaloitmﬁ)..
llavy Departoont. ’ IR . T ‘ . Ay

In addition to the Distinguished Service Modal, Silver Star Medal, ‘the
Bronze Star Medal with Gold Staxr, the Commendation Ribbon with Bronze Star,
and the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Vice /Admiral Raborn has the American
Defense Service Medal; tho Ameracan Campaign Medaly Asiatic-Pacific Campaign
licdal with ono silver etar and one bronze star (six engagements); the World War
II Victory Medal; the National Defensa Service Medal; the Korean Secvice Hndul;
tho United Natiom Serviee todals and the Philippine Dafanoo Ribbon.

of ais responsibility, implementing a totally netw managemcnt tool - the Progress:
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Vice Admiral Reborn's official home address was when he retired 434 Breese
Boulevard, Terrill Heights, San Antonio, Texas., He is married to the former

;g Mildred T. Terrill of Baytown, Texass. He has two children, Barbara Priscilla ‘ |

7Y \ (Mrs. E. B. Richardson), and William F, Raborn, III- : S

See also Who 8 Who, 19 ﬁ-1965, p. 1634) B i N ;
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